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PREFACE 

 

 

The first authority to be considered in Tau State governance is the CONSTITUTION of the 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, hereinafter referred to as the CONSTITUTION. 

 

Generally, Tau State BYLAWS have been numbered to correspond with that 

CONSTITUTION.  The bylaws provide the basic structure and manner of operation of Tau 

State in areas not specifically covered by the CONSTITUTION. 
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THE DELTA KAPPA GAMMA SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

TAU STATE, MINNESOTA 

STATE ORGANIZATION BYLAWS 

 

 

ARTICLE I – NAME 

 

Section A.  The name of this state organization shall be Tau State, Minnesota, of The Delta 

       Kappa Gamma Society International, hereafter known as Tau State. 

 

Section B.  Each chapter shall be named by the state organization using Greek letters, Greek  

                   words, or a geographic area. 

 

 

ARTICLE II – PURPOSES 

 

Section A.  Vision Statement:  Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide. 

 

Section B.   Objectives  

 

   1. Promote the purposes of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International as found in the 

CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE II. 

 

2. Act as liaison between chapters and the international organization. 

 

   3. Organize chapters within the state. 

 

   4. Provide leadership training. 

 

   5. Provide financial assistance to members engaged in study, retraining programs, or 

special projects. 

 

6. Provide financial assistance for undergraduate students in education. 

 

   7. Participate in on-going history of Minnesota through contribution of state and chapter 

records to the Minnesota Historical Society and local/regional libraries. 

 

8. Maintain a networking system for the benefit of members. 

 

9.      Encourage chapters to support financially and professionally all teachers in the schools 

in their communities, especially early-career educators, as defined by The Delta Kappa 

Gamma Society International. 
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ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP 

 

Section A.   The membership of Tau State shall be composed of active, state (Alpha Meta), 

                    reserve, and honorary members.  All membership shall be in accordance with the   

                    CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE III. 

 

Section B.   Chapters in the state shall have full power to act in matters of chapter membership. 

Section C.   State Honorary Members 

 

1. State honorary members shall be recommended by members and/or chapters to the state 

membership committee and elected by the executive board.  A four-fifths (4/5) vote of 

approval is required. 

 

2.  Initiation of state honorary members shall be at a state convention or conference. 

 

Section D.   Reinstatement of members shall be in accordance with the CONSTITUTION,  

                    ARTICLE III. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV – FINANCES 

 

Section A.   Annual Dues 

 

1. The state annual dues shall be determined by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present 

at state convention in odd-numbered years, with at least fifteen (15) days’ notice given. 

 

2. Annual dues and scholarship fees shall be paid between July 1 and October 31 of each year.   

 

3. On November 1, members shall be dropped for nonpayment of dues and fees. 

 

4. All dues and fees shall be collected by the chapter treasurer.  State and international dues 

and fees shall be forwarded to the state treasurer. 

 

Section B.   Financial Controls 

 

1.  A budget shall be adopted by the state executive board at state convention. 

  

a. The finance committee shall submit a proposed biennial budget to the members of the 

state executive board at least fifteen (15) days prior to the spring executive board 

meeting in odd-numbered years.     

 

b. The finance committee shall submit an amended budget for the second year of the 

biennium to the members of the state executive board at the fall executive board meeting 

in even-numbered years. 

 

c. Money may be moved from the contingency fund to any budget account upon 

recommendation of the finance committee.  
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2. All expense vouchers shall be submitted to the treasurer and signed by the president for 

payment. 

 

 

ARTICLE V – ORGANIZATION 

 

Section A.   Chapters 

 

1. Each chapter shall govern the conduct of its business in a manner consistent with the  

CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE V, and TAU STATE BYLAWS; therefore, each chapter’s 

rules shall be submitted every ten (10) years for review by the Tau State bylaws committee. 

 

2. A quorum for chapter meetings shall be determined by the chapters. 

 

3. The chapter officers or leadership team and the nominations committee chair shall be 

elected in even-numbered years by a majority vote.   A second vice-president and a 

corresponding secretary are optional.  The size of the nominations committee shall be 

determined by the chapter. 

 

a. Elected officers or leadership team may serve in the same office no longer two (2) terms 

in succession.  All officers, except those in new chapters, shall take office on July 1 

following their election.     

 

b. The treasurer shall be selected by the president and approved by the chapter executive 

committee each biennium.  The length of service shall be determined by the chapter. 

 

4.   Chapters may establish standing committees to carry out duties represented by the inter-

national committee descriptions in accordance with the international CONSTITUTION, 

ARTICLE VIII. 

 

5.   The chapter shall be represented by its president, or an alternate, as a voting member of the 

state executive board. 

 

Section B.   New Chapter 

 

1.   The state executive board shall approve the organizing of a new chapter. 

 

2.   Guidelines governing the initiation of new members and the installation of a new chapter 

shall be recommended by the membership/expansion committee and approved by the state 

executive board. 

 

Section C.   Areas 

 

1. The chapters of Tau State shall be organized into areas suitable for the greatest efficiency. 

 

2. The state executive board shall define the boundaries of areas and determine the chapters in 

each area. 
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3. Areas are for the purpose of  

a.  leadership development. 

b.  offering service to the membership. 

c.  providing for area representation on various committees. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS 

 

Section A.   The elected state officers shall be a president, a first vice-president, and a recording  

                    secretary.  A second vice-president and a corresponding secretary are optional.  A  

                    treasurer shall be appointed and approved by the state executive board.  It is  

                    desired that the appointed parliamentarian be a member.   

 

Section B.   Duties of officers.  Officers shall perform the duties prescribed in the CONSTITU- 

                    TION, ARTICLE VI. 

 

Section C.   Term of office 

 

1. Officers elected by the state convention in odd-numbered years shall have a term of two (2) 

years, unless otherwise specified, or until a successor has been named. 

 

2.   No elected officer may serve in the same office longer than two terms in succession. 

 

3. The treasurer shall be approved by vote of the state executive board and shall serve no more 

than four (4) consecutive terms.  Appropriate bonding shall be arranged. 

 

4. The state organization treasurer shall maintain a record of receipts, bills, and bank 

statements.  

 

5. All officers shall take office on July 1 following their election. 

 

Section D.   Vacancies 

 

1. When a vacancy occurs in the office of president, the first vice-president shall become 

president; and the second vice-president shall become the first vice-president. 

 

2. When a vacancy occurs in other elective or appointive positions, the president shall name a 

successor. 

 

Section E.   Nominations and Elections 

 

1. Nominations 

 

a. Nominations for office shall be made by the nominations committee.  Nominations may 

also be made from the floor with the written consent of the nominee.  Opportunity shall 

be given to present qualifications of the nominee. 
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b. The nominations committee shall submit the names of one (1) or more nominees for 

each elective office.  Consent of the nominees must be obtained in advance. 

 

2. Election 

 

a. The president shall appoint three (3) members to serve as election judges. 

 

b. Election shall be by ballot.  If there is only one nominee for an office, the president may 

declare a unanimous ballot for that office. 

 

c. If no majority vote is cast, a run-off election between the two (2) top candidates shall be 

      held the same day.  

 

d. Each voting member shall vote for the chair of the nominations committee. The elected 

nominations committee chair shall recruit members from all designated areas of the 

state.  In case of a tie, a run-off election shall be held the same day.   

 

 

ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS 

 

Section A.   Convention 

 

1. Business of the state shall be conducted biennially in odd-numbered years at a convention 

held at a time and place to be determined by the state executive board, in order to: 

 

a. receive reports 

b. adopt policy 

c. amend bylaws and standing rules 

d. elect officers 

e. arrange leadership training, retreats,  

f. honor achievements of members and present awards and recognition.  

 

2. Every member who is registered may vote.  A roll call vote as specified in the CONSTI-

TUTION, ARTICLE IX, Section B, 2c. (1) may be ordered. 

 

3. The quorum shall be a majority of those members who have registered at the convention. 

 

Section B.   State conferences shall be held biennially in even-numbered years. 

 

Section C.   Other meetings and/or workshops shall be held at least once a year for the purpose 

                    of  leadership training and dissemination of Society information. 
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ARTICLE VIII – EXECUTIVE BOARD 

 

Section A.   State Executive Board 

 

1. The state executive board members shall be the elected officers, the chapter presidents, and 

the past state presidents.  Standing committee chairs, representatives, the treasurer, assistant 

treasurer, parliamentarian, and editor shall be ex-officio members, without vote. 

 

2. The duties of the state executive board shall be to  

 

      a.  budget.  

 

      b.  approve the selection of the treasurer and assistant treasurer and such other personnel as  

           may be needed and prescribe their duties.  

 

      c.  recommend policies and procedures for consideration by the state convention or the 

           chapters.  

  

      d.  examine, modify if necessary, and adopt the state approve the membership of the 

           finance committee.  

 

      e.  determine chapter areas.  

 

      f.   review time and place of state meetings as determined by the president and/or first vice- 

           president and  conference/convention committee chair in consultation with the president   

           and the transition team.  

 

      g.  act in the interim between conventions upon matters requiring immediate decision.  

 

      h.  vote on state honorary members.   

 

3.    Meetings of the state executive board shall be held two (2) times each year.  Special   

       meetings may be called by the president. 

 

a. The presence of a majority of the voting members of the state executive board  

constitutes a quorum at meetings. 

 

b. Chapter presidents who are unable to attend the state executive board meeting shall  

appoint an official representative who shall have full privileges of participation. 

 

c. The state executive board may meet through electronically mediated communication.  

 

4.  A vote by mail or email and other electronic means is authorized when necessary.  

 

 

 

 



10 

 

5.  There shall be a state executive committee in Tau State to conduct business delegated by  

     the state executive board to take action on matters requiring immediate decision and to  

     determine focus for the biennium. 

 

a.  The members of the state executive committee shall be the elected officers and the 

immediate past president.  The parliamentarian and treasurer shall be ex-officio 

members, without vote. 

 

b. The executive committee shall meet at the call of the president. 

 

Section B.   Chapter executive boards shall function in accordance with the CONSTITUTION, 

                    ARTICLE VII, Section C. 

 

 

ARTICLE IX – COMMITTEES 

 

Section A.  State organization and chapters may fulfill their constitutional responsibilities by 

                   establishing committees as needed. 

 

Section B.  State standing councils, committees, and sub-committees shall be: 

 

1. Leadership Council (Delta) 

a. Personal Growth and Services 

(1).  Women of Achievement Program 

                  (2).  Outstanding Service Award Program 

b. Professional Affairs 

                  (1).  Tau State Grant-in-Aid 

c. Leadership Development 

d. Program 

                  (1).  Historical Records 

                  (2).  Music 

 

2. Society Business Council (Kappa) 

a. Finance 

b. Bylaws 

c. Nominations 

d. Database 

e. Membership/Expansion 

 

3. Communication Council (Gamma) 

a. Technology 

b. Communication Committee 

c. Legislative Committee 

            d.   Scholarship Committee--World/Bernice Gestie Fellowship  

 

      4.  Coordinating council includes a chair from each council and Tau State president. 
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Section B.   Chapter committees shall be established in accordance with the CONSTITUTION, 

                    ARTICLE VIII, Section A, 2b. 

 

Section C.   Special committees shall be appointed by the president as authorized.  A special   

                    committee shall be dissolved after submitting the final report to the authorizing  

                    body. 

 

Section D.   General Procedures 

 

1.   All committee chairs shall be appointed by the president; the committee chairs recruit the 

committee members.  The finance committee members shall be approved by the state 

executive board. 

 

2. The president shall be an ex-officio member of all committees, except the nominations 

committee. 

  

3. Matters requiring committee action may be voted upon by mail and email or other 

appropriate electronic means. All committee members must be notified. 

 

4. Committee meetings shall be held with notification to the president. 

 

Section E.   Duties of Councils and Committees 

 

1.Leadership Council (Delta) 

 

a. Personal growth and services committee shall be responsible for implementing the plans 

of the international committee and developing related programs, including Women of 

Achievement and outstanding services award programs. 

 

b. The professional affairs committee shall be responsible for implementing the plans of 

the international committee and for initiating and developing such related programs, 

including Tau State grant-in-aid program. 

 

c. The leadership development committee may include a representative from each of the 

areas, the membership chair, and the program chair.  The committee shall plan and 

implement additional programs for state and chapter officers and committee chairs.    

 

d. The program committee shall consist of the chair and the chairs of the personal growth 

and services committee, the professional affairs committee, and historical records. 

Additional members shall include representatives of music and legislation.  The Tau 

State executive committee shall acquaint chapter committees with the plans of the 

international committee and of the state committee and assist chapters with program 

materials and suggestions. 
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2. Society Business Council (Kappa) 

  

a. The finance committee consisting of three (3) members, the state president and the 

treasurer shall be responsible for the supervision of the financial affairs including the 

preparation of a budget for adoption by the state executive board and an annual review. 

 

b. The bylaws committee shall be responsible for considering amendments to the bylaws 

and standing rules and for extracting and codifying with existing standing rules policies 

adopted by members during state conventions and state executive board meetings.  The 

committee shall communicate any changes proposed for the International CONSTITU-

TION.  The state membership/expansion committee chair shall be responsible for 

expansion, chapter revitalization and chapter dissolution.  The president, leadership 

development committee chair and the treasurer shall serve as consultants.    

 

c. The nominations committee responsibilities are outlined in Article IX, Section, 2.c. 

 

d. Database responsibilities are outlined in Tau State Standing Rules, Article IX, Section 

2.d. 

 

e. The membership/expansion committee shall evaluate the recommendations of persons 

proposed for honorary membership and submit the names of qualified candidates to the 

state executive board for vote.  The committee shall study and make recommendations 

related to membership problems.  Necrology and membership records shall be 

responsibilities of the committee.  The historical records shall be kept by the historian.  

The data base manager shall keep and maintain all the membership records.  The 

membership/expansion committee shall be responsible for expansion, chapter 

revitalization and chapter dissolution.   

 

3.     Communication Council (Gamma)  

 

a.  The technology committee shall investigate technological areas as mandated by  

     committee chairs or the state executive board.  In addition, the committee shall report to      

     the state executive board at state meetings and shall make recommendations regarding  

     technological advances that would increase the productivity, efficiency, and/or cost- 

     effectiveness of the Tau State organization.  The technology committee shall maintain  

     and update the Tau State website as needed or a minimum of every six (6) months. 

 

d. The communications committee shall be responsible for the use of publications of the  

           Society and for public relations locally and throughout the state.  In addition, the  

                      committee shall administer the Jeanette Fair Memorial Award program.  

 

 c.  The legislative committee includes the U.S. Forum as described in Article V, Sect. D, b.  

 

      d.  The legislative committee includes the U.S. liaison as described in Article V, Sect. D, b.  

 

h. The scholarship committee shall promote interest in and support for international  

            scholarships and shall develop criteria for and award state scholarships.  The World/ 
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            Bernice Gestie fellowship committee shall encourage financial support for the Inter- 

            national World Fellowship and for state fellowship programs. 

 

 

ARTICLE X – ACTIVITIES 

 

Section A.   Scholarships 

 

1. State scholarships shall be maintained in accordance with the CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE 

VIII, Section C, 6 and 7. 

 

2. The Tau State scholarship shall be called the Birdella Ross scholarship and awarded in odd-

numbered years.  The amount of the award shall be determined by the Tau State executive 

board.  General rules for administration of the scholarship funds shall be in accordance with 

the Tau State STANDING RULES. 

 

Section B.   Publications 

 

1. THE NORTH STAR NEWS shall be published three (3) times each year and sent 

electronically to all members in Tau State.  Chapter presidents shall print copies for 

members who do not have access to the Web. 

 

2.   A membership directory shall be published electronically every year.   

 

3.   Tau State BYLAWS and STANDING RULES containing policies and procedures unique 

to Tau State, not conflicting with the current CONSTITUTION of the Society and supple-

mented by references to the current HANDBOOK, shall be produced and distributed elec-

tronically every ten (10) years. 

 

Section C.   Special Funds 

 

1. Tau State shall maintain the Bernice Gestie fellowship for foreign women educators, a 

fellowship for foreign students.  Funds will come from voluntary contributions at the 

chapter level. 

 

2. Grant-in-Aid.  Contributions to this fund may be awarded annually for a grant-in-aid.  The 

recipient shall be enrolled in an undergraduate program leading to a degree in education or 

in a teacher-licensure program. 

 

3. Special Projects.  A portion of interest earned from the scholarship fund may be awarded 

annually for special projects.  The amount shall be recommended by the finance committee 

and approved by the state executive board.  The recipient shall be an active member of Tau 

State. 

 

4.   The Jeanette Fair Memorial Award fund shall provide a financial award from Minnesota 

during the state convention to authors of books for adult readers in even-numbered years 

and to authors of books for younger readers in odd-numbered years. 
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5.   Policy for administering all special funds shall be determined by the state executive board. 

  

 

ARTICLE XI – PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

 

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER NEWLY REVISED shall govern the proceedings of Tau 

State and its chapters in all cases not provided for in the CONSTITUTION, Tau State 

BYLAWS and STANDING RULES.   

 

 

ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENTS 

 

Section A.   These bylaws may be amended at the state convention by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, 

         provided notice of proposed amendments shall have been published to members at  

         least fifteen (15) days before convening the convention.  

 

Section B.   Proposed amendments to the bylaws may be submitted to the Bylaws Committee 

        by any member, committee, or chapter. 

 

Section C.   All proposed amendments shall have been approved by two thirds (2/3) vote of 

                    the state executive board before they are submitted to the convention. 

 

Section D.   Standing rules may be amended by a majority vote or rescinded by a two-thirds 

                    (2/3) vote at any state executive board meeting and business meeting.  The  

                    amendment/s shall be incorporated electronically within the standing rules on the  

                    Tau State website. 

 

 

ARTICLE XIII – DISSOLUTION 

 

Section A.   In the event that it should be necessary to dissolve the Tau State Minnesota 

                    organization, the state executive committee, in consultation with the international  

                    president and international executive coordinator, shall determine the distribution  

        of assets. 

 

Section B.   In the event it should be necessary to dissolve a chapter in Tau State, Minnesota,  

         the Tau State president will bring the request to the Tau State executive commit- 

                    tee/board for action.  The chapter assets will be distributed in consultation with   

                    the state president and the state treasurer.  
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Adopted by the Minnesota state convention 

 

Date: June    , 2013 

 

 

____________________ 

Phyllis E. VanBuren 

 (State President) 

2011-2013   

 

 

Approved by: 

s/   ____________________ 

Constitution Committee Member Date 

 

 

s/Jean Gray   ______________             

Committee Chair                         Date 

 

 

Amended by the Minnesota state convention April 23, 1988; April 20, 1991, April 22, 1995, 

April 23, 2005, and April 20, 2013. 
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